ix           DIONYSUS, THE GOAT AND THE BULL          n

mandarins walk slowly round the ox, beating it severely at
each step with rods of various hues. It is rilled with five
kinds of grain, which pour forth when the effigy is broken
by the blows of the rods. The paper fragments are then
set on fire, and a scramble takes place for the burning frag-
ments, because the people believe that whoever gets one of
them is sure to be fortunate throughout the year. A live
buffalo is next killed, and its flesh is divided among the
mandarins. According to one account, the effigy of the ox
is made of clay, and, after being beaten by the governor, is
stoned by the people till they break it in pieces, "from
which they expect an abundant year."l But the ceremony
varies somewhat in the different provinces. According to
another account the effigy of the cow, made of earthenware,
with gilded horns, is borne in procession, and is of such
colossal dimensions that forty or fifty men can hardly carry
it Behind this monstrous cow walks a boy with one foot
shod and the other bare, personifying the Genius of Industry.
He beats the effigy with a rod, as if to drive it forward. A
great many little clay cows are afterwards taken out of the
large one and distributed among the people. Both the big
cow and the little ones are then broken in pieces, and the
people take the sherds home with them in order to grind
them to powder and strew the powder on their fields, for
they think thus to secure a plentiful harvest.2 In the cities
nearest to Weihaiwei, in northern China, the ceremony of " the
Beginning of Spring " is a moveable feast, which falls usually
in the first moon. The local magistrate and his attendants
go in procession to the eastern suburbs of the city to " meet
the Spring." A great pasteboard effigy of an ox is carried
in the procession, together with another pasteboard image
of a man called Mang-Shen, " who represents either the
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